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B is the second letter and the first con-
sonant in the English and in all other
alphabets which are derived from the
Phoenician. It is pronounced solely by the
lips, and is distinguished from p by being
produced by the utterance of voice as well
as breath. In related languages it is often
found that a 6 in one language is replaced
by a p in another, especially when it occurs
in a terminal position. In the Phoenician
alphabet it was called beth, a word meaning
house, and its form bore a resemblance to
the rough outline of a house.
In music, B is the seventh note of the
diatonic scale, or scale of C. It is called the
leading note, as there is always a feeling of
suspense when it is sounded until the key-
note is heard.
BAAL, ba'al, or BEL, a Hebrew and
Semitic word signifying lord, and applied
to many different divinities. In Hosea II,
16, it is applied to Jehovah himself. Baal-
berith (the Covenant-lord), was the god of
the Shechemites, and Baal-zebub (the Fly-
god) the idol of the Philistines. There were
as many Baals as there were towns. This
departure from the true worship of God
aroused Elijah, and later prophets.
BABBITT, bab'it, METAL, a soft metal
resulting from melting separately four
parts of copper, twelve parts of tin and eight
parts of antimony, to which, when these
have thoroughly mixed, twelve more parts
of tin are added. Babbitt metal is used to
decrease friction as far as possible in the
bearing of journals, cranks and axles. It
was invented by Isaac Babbitt, a goldsmith
of Boston, Mass., from whom it takes its
name.
BABCOOK TEST. See milk; cream
separator!'
BA'BEL tower of, a structure in the
plain of Shinar, Mesopotamia, which, ac-
 cording to the eleventh chapter of Genesis,
was commenced by the descendants of Noah,
subsequent to the Deluge. The association
of the word with a confusion of sounds
has come about through the story of Je-
hovah's causing the speech of the builders
to be "confounded," because they impiously
sought to erect a tower that would reach to
heaven. Babel means literally gate of God.
The tower of Ba"bel has commonly been
identified with the great temple of Belus (or
Bel), one of the chief edifices in Babylon.
BAB-EL-MANDEB, laWelmahrideb, a
term which means gate of tears, is a strait
between the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea,
formed by projecting points of Arabia, in
Asia, and Abyssinia, in Africa. Its width
is fifteen miles at its narrowest part. Its
importance increased after the building of
the Suez Canal, for it became the outlet for
European commerce into the rich Indian
country.
BABIRUSSA, or BABYBUSSA, Idbi-
roo'sa, a wild hog which inhabits Celebes
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BABIBtTSSA
and other East Indian islands.   It is an
active animal, with a nearly naked skin, and
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